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Introduction 
 In the Canadian farming context, the number of farms and farmers is de-
creasing, while the average age of farmers is increasing. In 1941, there were more 
than 700,000 farms in Canada; today there are less than 200,000 (2016 Census of 
Agriculture, 2019). The National Farmers’ Union, a direct-membership organiza-
tion made up of Canadian farmers, has identified a failure of intergenerational 
knowledge transfer (National Farmers Union, 2012). To avoid this body of prac-
tical and cultural knowledge being lost, we need to find mechanisms to engage 
next generations. Further, a growing recognition of climate change and other 
socio-ecological issues (Rosset, 2011) makes evident a need to bring agency and 
responsibility of growing food and ensuring food is available in local communi-
ties (Shiva, 2007). Calls for transformative food politics refocus our agency from 
the individual as consumer, to the collective as change makers (Levkoe, 2011). 
Farm-based education is one such strategy to ensure a future where ecological-
ly-responsible farmers are working to grow food at local levels, with eaters know-
ing and connected to where their food comes from.  
 This emerging form of outdoor and environmental education has sprung 
up internationally in recent years in the form of farm programming and camps 
for children and youth. A broad category, farm-based education is “a form of ex-
periential, interdisciplinary education that connects people to the environment, 
their community, and the role of agriculture in our lives” (Vautrin, 2008, p.10). 
Across Canada the movement in farm-based education continues to grow: for an 
overview of existing programs, please see Appendix A. Commonalities between 
these projects are hands-on approaches to introducing people, often children 
and youth, to healthy foods, farming, and gardening. In gardens and on farms, as 
forms of place-based education, emotional and intuitive connections are made 
that are realized over time: “A slow pedagogy... allows us to pause or dwell in 
spaces for more than a fleeting moment and, therefore, encourages us to attach 
and receive meaning from that place” (Payne and Wattchow, 2009, p. 16).
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Featured Projects: Sampling Rationale
The goal was to interview between 2-5 program directors to elicit in-depth infor-
mation about staffing, funding, and program content, in order to create a report 
on farm-based education project design and implementation. The recommen-
dations, barriers, funding, and partnerships content all come from ideas shared 
by the program directors in interviews that took place in March 2019. Organiza-
tions can use this information to replicate or expand on farm-based education 
programs. The author made a shortlist of potential interviewees whose projects 
have been running for more than three years that vary from one another in proj-
ect scope, to try to cover a range of criteria: working with children, youth, adults, 
and marginalized people; located on farms, in schools, and in urban locations; 
and both organizations with diverse goals and those that focus more acutely on 
farm-based education. The four featured projects meet the above criteria, and 
the program directors were generous with their time in phone interviews with 
the author. The author also communicated with Fiddlehead Care Farm and Fresh 
Roots, but was unable to set up interviews due to scheduling issues.

Featured Projects:
Farm School & Farm Camp at Everdale in 
Hillsburgh, Ontario

Youth Garden Program at Roots to 
Harvest in Thunder Bay, Ontario

Growing Eden at Farmers on 57th in 
Vancouver, British Columbia

Urban Farm School 
& Youth Beekeeping 
Club at Northlands in 
Edmonton, Alberta
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Recommendations (& Barriers)

t� Regular access to land and water, multiple  stakeholders, & ongoing funding 
(relying on year-to-year funding will cause programs to peter out).

t� Piggyback on existing organizations work to make use of infrastructure, land, 
administrative work, outreach, accounting, etc. Perhaps an existing position 
within another organization would complement the programs you run, facili-
tating success on both ends (setting up stable partnerships takes time, and col-
laborations and their priorities may change over time).

t� People in paid positions to ensure regular care to gardens in order to achieve 
abundance; a thriving garden creates community, health, and well-being. “Gar-
dens spread so much joy and enthusiasm and the results are so concrete and 
tangible” (Rashleigh, 2019). Automatic irrigation systems can help too!

t� Stick with what you know and are good at. 

“Teachers sometimes want us to touch on factory farming and 
chicken production and our goals are to talk about what we do 
and why that supports a healthy biodiverse society and world, not 
about bringing down another area of farming that we don’t really 
know very much about. So, I think it’s great that the teacher wants 
to explore that for the students, but we’re not experts in that. We 
stick with what we know. And we don’t know who our audience is. 
We’re in a rural setting, I don’t know if there’s a child who lives on a 
chicken farm… it’s kind of like organic production has done itself a 
great disservice by defining itself by what it isn’t instead of defining 
itself by what it is.” 
 -Karen Campbell, 2019

Study participants identified the following issues, and made 
recommendations for organizations looking to create or expand on 
farm-based education programs.
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t� Consider letting teachers make curriculum connections to your workshops 
instead of attempting to do it all- stay focused on where the expertise is within 
your organization (for in-school visits, cost to the students can be prohibitive).

t� Give program leaders/facilitators flexibility to modify programming and work-
shops as needed, based on their interests and knowledge; and to cater to their 
audience’s needs and abilities.

t� Programming content should be hands-on and experiential to keep children 
and youth interested (offering sophisticated educational programming that 
appeals to older students/youth requires in-depth knowledge on multiple sub-
jects. More often, farm-based education programs appeal to younger audiences). 
Younger kids particularly like pulling things out of the ground/clearing land, 
harvesting, sorting, and chopping things.

t� When applying for grants that require you to start a new program, consider 
using existing programs and adding new elements so that you can grow with 
your program that has been working. 

t� Create multi-layered networks to build community and strength into your     
organization.

t� Train and empower youth with agricultural knowledge so that they can         
become educators and leaders at public events.

An adult pours a container of camomile flowers into a child’s hand at Rad Kids Farm Camp 
in Kingston, Ontario. Photo by Andree Thorpe Photography.
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Everdale developed an excellent qualitative evaluation tool to use 
with their (now defunct) Farmers in the Schools Grade 3 
program. The content was 4 half-day school visits that focused on 
soils, plants, animals, and humans- on the 5th day the class would 
come to the farm. On the first day, they would give each student 
a piece of paper that had one horizontal line across it. They asked 
them to write their name on it anywhere, and draw their favourite 
vegetable or fruiting tree, something edible. Inevitably they saw 
the line as the top of the soil, and would draw their vegetable- 
usually an apple tree. On the last day at Everdale, the staff would 
ask the students to draw that vegetable for them again, claiming 
to have lost the first set of drawings. The students would draw their 
vegetable again, but the second time, there’d be life under the soil, 
sun, rain, maybe a composter in the corner, and life cycles were 
visible. They compared each student’s two drawings to see what 
they had learned each week.

t� Setting up urban garden/farm space requires often-complicated policy work.
t� Farms that run education components have to find their own path for how 

their education programs will fit in with their labour budget and cost of pro-
duction budget. It is necessary to find a reasonable balance between the pro-
duction goals of the farm and the organization’s educational goals.

t� Infrastructure is needed to make farming and its educational components suc-
cessful. Depending on the organization and its partners, infrastructural needs 
may include soil/compost, irrigation systems, fencing, storage capacity, a place 
to be sheltered from rain such as a gazebo, wash sinks, coolers/refrigerators, 
picnic tables, and more.

A few more considerations...

-Karen Campbell, 2019
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Funding
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Unique Fundraising Ideas: Social Enterprise
Everdale
On Thursdays, the Farm Camp Future Explorers group (ages 10-15) run a pop-up 
market table to sell things like jam, salsa, lip balm, cut flowers, stepping stones, 
and more at the harvest share pick-up. All proceeds from the Pay-What-You-Can 
table go towards the Future Farmers camp scholarship fund. 
Northlands
In 2018, the Urban Farmers set up a weekly pay-what-you-can farm stand, mod-
eled after Toronto Chef Jagger Gordon’s Soup Bar, at the corner of an intersec-
tion near a park and health centre. They had a sign showing the what the prices 
would be at the Strathcona Farmers’ Market in Edmonton; those who could afford 
it would pay the market price, and others could take what they wanted without 
paying. This stand brought money in, and it also contributed to improving and 
building community connections to Northlands. Families passing by would learn 
about events at the Urban Farm, attend talks, sign up a child for the Agriculture 
Ambassadors program, and connect in other ways.  

“[The market stand] contributes to our programming in lots of differ-
ent ways. Because those families coming there, they have kids who 
want to become Ag Ambassadors. Or we have NATE junior chefs who 
come through, this young chef would come out to the market stand 
with her mom... you know, there are lots of ways to connect with the 
urban farm. This was the first year truly feeling that we created that 
richness… that it can be a network that is connecting with people 
in lots of different ways. With the bee club over here, day camp kids 
over there, connecting with adults who stop by to buy at the market 
stand... It’s a great feeling.” 
 -Patty Milligan, 2019
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Unique Fundraising Ideas: Events

Some Grants
United Way
Canada Summer Jobs
Green Intern Program
Trillium
Greenbelt
Friends of the Environment
Youth Green Jobs Initiative
Community Development Funds

Don’t be afraid to apply for small 
grants. $1000 or $3000 grants 

often don’t require you to start a 
new program, and you can put in a 

garden for the cost of these 
smaller grants.

Roots to Harvest
t� Really, Really, Really Long Table: 

close down a city street to set 
up fancy meals on long tables 
in middle of the street; sell tick-
ets; catered, donated food from 
local restaurants; staff wear 
black and serve food, selling 
alcohol and raffle tickets.

t� Matternhorn Madness: ‘Run for 
the Cure’-style fundraiser; peo-
ple sign up to climb Thunder 
Bay’s Mount Baldy- in groups 
or as individuals. Climbing it 12 
times is the same as climbing 
Matterhorn in Switzerland.



Partnerships
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t� Use lands on hospital grounds to create gardens that can be used for program-
ming for those in the institution and those from other communities.

t� City-owned land that becomes an urban farm can draw on City resources and 
existing infrastructure- grass can be mowed, water lines can be cleaned, fenc-
es can be bought- all under the City’s budget! 

t� Ask to include a role, (ex. ‘Farm Programmer’) in your City’s Recreation and 
Leisure budget as a single, part-time position- in “exactly the same way as you 
fund a community centre recreation program or an arts program” (Rashleigh, 
2019). Treat urban farms like outdoor community centre space, and the Farm 
Programmer can make sure that people come for courses, special events, and 
other programming. 

t� School boards can make excellent partners, with student recruitment done 
on their end and supports already in place such as guidance counselors and      
administration.

Northlands’ Urban Farm is in partnership with the City of 
Edmonton. It previously was a vacant residential lot- to establish 
the farm, it was fenced off and transformed with truckloads of 
compost. This partnership means that some important work is 
outsourced to the City such as keeping grass mowed, turning on 
and off water, and maintaining pipes. Northlands found that 
creating an Urban Farm on City-owned land meant less labour by 
City workers- they have less grass to mow!

Study participants all found success in partnering with other organiza-
tions, enabling them to focus on the essentials of their own programs.



Everdale: Farm Camp & Farm School
www.everdale.org

In Conversation with Karen Campbell, Youth Director & 
Founder
 Everdale celebrated its 20th anniversary of growing food in 2018- it is a pro-
ductive organic vegetable farm growing 100 varieties of 35 different crops, with 
a 300-member Harvest Share (CSA model). The farm has a teaching focus, provid-
ing hands-on and solution-based food and farming education to young farmers 
working as interns, who can gain two kinds of certificates: Farm Planner and 
Sustainable Farmer. Their farm-based education extends to students visiting on 
field trips (Farm School) and children and youth in the summer day camp (Farm 
Camp).

Farm School is a field trip-style program offering meaningful learning for an 
ecologically sustainable future. Teachers can choose between visiting for a half 
($270) or full ($435) day, and can select from six themed programs, or leave it up 
to Everdale’s team to decide how to structure the visit.
Farm Camp is a summer day camp on-farm, offered at a cost of $225 (+HST), for 
a 5-day session, from 9am-4pm.

Participants
Farm School 
Students K-12, with each program uniquely designed based on grade, season/
availability of crops on the farm, and to meet students’ interests. Each class must 
supply 1 chaperone per 10 students.
Farm Camp 
is offered to campers aged 5-10 (Farm Explorers stream) and 10-15 (Future Farm-
ers stream). 25 campers can register for each session, with a 6:1 ratio of campers 
to staff.
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Everdale is in partnership with the SEED in Guelph, a food secu-
rity program with a pay-what-you-choose farmers market and 
outreach to vulnerable people. Together, they have started a 
¼ acre micro farm in raised beds on the grounds of St. Joseph’s 
Health Centre (a hospital) in Guelph. The staff that maintain the 
farm are youth from the Ontario Works program. The focus of the 
farm is to provide food for the SEED, and it also serves as a youth 
employment and youth training space and as a site for pro-
gramming. A cooking program, FoodFit, paired residents of the 
hospital, seniors, with youth. They made a set recipe and went 
for a walk together afterward. “They’re really trying to address the 
social isolation of seniors and there’s this really neat thing that hap-
pens when you partner a vulnerable youth with a senior. There’s this 
shared understanding that happens, it’s really cool to watch.” 
 -Karen Campbell, 2019

Education Team/Collaborators
t� Karen Campbell supervises (full-time, year-round) both streams of youth pro-

grams; facilitates starting and maintaining programs; looks for grants and 
funding; and develops new learning opportunities for youth. 

t� 1 Farm School Coordinator position employed from mid-March to end of No-
vember (full-time)

t� 4 Farm Camp counsellors in July & August (full-time).
t� 2 Farm Education Assistants from May-August (full-time).
t�  For each Farm School visit, the Farm Education staff & one farm production 

member will be involved. 
t� Each employee’s contract includes Everdale’s overarching goal of farm educa-

tion, community development, and food security, and positions are somewhat 
fluid: ‘education’ workers fill in on the ‘production’ side as needed, and vice 
versa.

t� The whole team (education & production) meets every Monday to go over the 
week’s plan so that all workers know what to expect. 
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Curriculum/Content
t� The whole farm is used for education, though certain activities that affect their 

economic bottom line will not be part of educational activities (Ex. Delicate & 
financially important work such as carrot seeding). There is also a dedicated 
Learning Garden that is good for younger children who don’t have the capaci-
ty to walk as far every day. 

t� The Learning Garden has a lot of U-Pick items such as beans and peas, plant-
ed generously so that children/youth can harvest significant amounts. Some 
harvests are added to the farm’s production (with older kids, this is a primary 
focus of Farm School), so children/youth feel they are contributing to the farm; 
sometimes kids take home what they harvest.

t� Content continuously evolves in collaboration with partner organizations and 
with the evolution of the local food and farm scene.

Farm Camp
Farm Explorers (ages 5-10) focus 
on 5 areas: planting, harvesting, 
animal care, cooking, and creative 
art. They bring home a ‘taste’ of 
the farm each day. Kids learn how 
aspects of the farm work togeth-
er, learn why farms are important  
places, learn as much as possibly 
about healthy food.
Future Farmers (ages 10-15) focus 
on farm production, working side-
by-side with Everdale farmers, with 
leadership and team building skills 
worked in. 

Farm School 
Each environmental literacy field 
trip is tailored to the program that 
the teacher selected, with three 
main activities that depend on 
what the farm has to offer at the 
time of the visit; the dream team 
also aims to give every visiting 
group some surprises. Find the 
programs listed on their website.
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A child walks with great concentration 
while holding a chicken, at Everdale.

Everdale’s farm-based education focus grew from a program at 
FoodShare for homeless youth- where youth spent four days on 
the farm and a 5th day doing skills training. “…what ended up 
happening was a couple of the kids were visibly socially and 
physically altered from working on the farm. They just grabbed a 
hold of it and fell in love with this idea that you can plant a seed and 
something grows, and you have your own food- and this understand-
ing for how to care for it… They ended up staying here for about a 
month and FoodShare continued to pay their wages and… after that 
we thought, you know, pairing kids and food is a really neat thing to 
watch. And there’s something there. Let’s explore this. And that’s why 
we developed the Farm School program, understanding that there 
was a void there.”  -Karen Campbell, 2019

Perceived Effectiveness
t� Everdale is entering its 10th year of run-

ning Farm Camp- though it took a few 
years to grow in popularity, they now fill 
all of their 125 spots easily, with campers 
coming back every year.

t� Teachers come back year after year for 
the Farm School programs, bringing 
their new classes to experience what 
Everdale has to offer. 

t� Everdale is a leader in farm-based educa-
tion for children and youth, with various 
projects and programs over the years, 
continuing to grow and improve on their 
education programs and their vegetable     
production.



“The Farm School goals are to see children flourish and gain a mean-
ingful connection to their food and the environment. We also wish 
students to gain an understanding of food security and Everdale’s 
goal of participating the elimination of food insecurity in our com-
munities. We face challenges of developing an understanding around 
the benefits for individuals as although we feel the message is simple 
enough to grasp, how we consistently tell this story in a way that is 
simple enough to grasp so students can relay this on, but at the same 
time, not dumb down the many facets of our work? If a child that has 
visited Everdale chooses to care more, connect more, engage more or 
simply look at the rain or a forest from a different perspective, then we 
have succeeded. I believe that protection of the environment is very 
personal and that it needs to come in ripples to gain momentum. As 
long as we as educators and farmers continue to be open and meet 
children on the level they are at then we can either be a ripple or a 
wave for that individual.” 
 -Karen Campbell, 2019

A youth standing next to a barrel washer proudly displays a freshly cleaned celeriac 
bulb at Everdale Environmental Learning Centre in Hillsburgh, Ontario.
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Farmers on 57th: Growing Eden 
www.farmerson57th.ca

In Conversation with Jen Rashleigh, Co-Founder
 Farmers on 57th is an urban farm on land owned by Vancouver Coastal 
Health; a long-term care facility, George Pearson Centre is next door. The land 
supports therapeutic and educational gardens for people who live at the cen-
tre, who are all in wheelchairs and have complex care needs, who are enabled to 
grow their own food; and a productive farm that runs on a CSA program model.

Growing Eden is Farmers on 57th’s satellite pro-
gram located on land owned by South Vancouver 
Family Place, in partnership with South Vancouver 
Neighbourhood House and the City of Vancou-
ver. This weekly gardening club is geared towards 
newcomers, refugees, and lower income people 
with children. The group meets weekly for 2.5 
hours to care for a garden, harvest food and share 
meals together. 

Gardens are designed as individual crop beds so 
that there is no cap on participant numbers, and 
no one feels like they ‘own’ a part of the garden, 
or that their bed is doing better/worse than other 
people’s beds. The garden is cared for communal-
ly at weekly get-togethers; automatic irrigation 
systems keep the garden thriving between meet-
ings. The program provides seeds, tools, food 
ingredients, craft supplies, washrooms, kitchen 
space, and two program leaders. 

A parent with a baby in a carrier 
looks at a bean bed, with a giant 
sunflower in the foreground, at 

Growing Eden.
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Participants
Potential participants are good at self-identifying and the demographic of par-
ticipants meets the goal of offering programming specifically for newcomers, 
refugees, and lower income people; long-time Canadian residents also partici-
pate. The dignity of each family is maintained as there is no process of “proving” 
themselves with referrals through social services agency or filling out paperwork 
to demonstrate poverty. Those who come to Family Place have kids aged 0-5, and 
usually when those children move on to school, the families age out of the Grow-
ing Eden program naturally. 

When asked about language barriers between program leaders 
and participants, Rashleigh explained, “Definitely we have varying 
degrees of language. Most people- I would say the people who are 
very new to English would be brought by a friend and they do some 
translating. The people who have stronger English skills are the first 
ones to connect and then they bring people. So there are basic work-
ing language skills in English that we use, it’s not officially a multilin-
gual program and if that were more of an issue I would probably get 
volunteers to come in and help, but it doesn’t seem to be an issue” 
 -Jen Rashleigh, 2019

Six members of the 
Growing Eden group, 
adults and children, 

appear to be 
delighted while 

handling beet greens.
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Team/Collaborators
t� 2 program leaders (children & adult streams of programming) part-time: 5 

hours per week) and seasonal (March to October); they get 8 extra hours each 
at the start & end of the season for doing planning, and writing reports.

t� 1 administrative role (full-time, for Farmers on 57th as a whole)
t� South Van Neighbourhood House, a project partner, has a paid position, Food 

Security Coordinator, who does the community kitchen (food preparation and 
serving) component of the program; Family Place also does outreach and co-
ordination with the target demographic, allowing Growing Eden to easily con-
nect with potential participants.

t� 1 federally-funded (Canada Summer Jobs) summer student each year- 4 
month contract (full-time).

t� No volunteers are recruited, as Growing Eden considers it easier not to recruit 
through cost/benefit analysis. As well, gardening members who have been 
involved for more than one season take on the role of volunteers by bringing 
in new members, helping to explain things as they work, etc.

A smiling youth holds a basket with beets trailing out, 
while standing in the Growing Eden garden.
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Curriculum/Content
t� Hands-on programming, connected to the seasons (soil amendments; plant-

ing seeds indoors; transplanting; pruning, staking, weeding; harvesting; 
seed saving). Each week all members work together to care for the garden as 
needed depending on the season, with leadership from program leaders (by 
mid-season, members can see what needs doing and get started joyfully, not 
needing much direction). 

t� Meals are prepared and shared at every meeting (the Community Food Pro-
grammer at South Vancouver Neighbourhood House facilitates the collab-
orative menu planning, shopping, cooking, serving, and cleaning up). Once 
per month, the horticulture is put aside and food preparation is the focus (Ex. 
Smoothies, applesauce, sushi).

t� Members get together for a circle at each meeting: handling materials, repet-
itive task, connecting with one another and chatting (Ex. Making flower gar-
lands, bean sorting). 

“[Circles] are just so lovely for community connection and it’s just 
a touchstone for every culture. We get together and chat in circles 
while our hands are busy. So we like to do something that pulls the 
circle together every week. We do a lot of show and tell as well, so 
we try to make it really engaging for little people but also educa-
tional too and quite sensory, like smelling things, and passing things 
around.” 
 -Jen Rashleigh, 2019

Mostly, children are integrated into the work of the day and the circles. Children 
0-5 are the normal age group (in July & August, older kids are present too). Spe-
cific children’s activities include:
t� watering garden plants using a watering can.
t� making ‘sun tea’: use fresh herbs and the sun’s warmth to brew tea.
t� goofy factor: ex. sticking bean leaves on themselves and others.
t� harvesting and sorting- helps them to learn the different varieties. 
t� making and using plant-based paint (cornstarch and beets/carrots, using a 

food processor) to paint garden bed signs and rocks.
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Perceived Effectiveness
t� Farmers on 57th has been running for 10 years and shows no sign of slowing 

down.
t� The Growing Eden program started at main site of Farmers on 57th, but their 

new site was chosen to better meet the needs of the participants: so that they 
can walk easily to the garden site and not need to use public transportation. 

t� The program is a hugely important part of participants’ family life. One woman 
gave birth and left the hospital as soon as she could because she couldn’t wait 
to get to the garden. 

t� Rashleigh perceives the programs to have come together easily, and sees high 
potential for replicability. When she shares successes about the program at 
public events, people regularly approach her offering access to land: “…quite 
honestly if we wanted to start another Growing Eden program in Victoria, it 
could happen really quickly.” (2019)

Growing Eden 
members show 

their hands in a cir-
cle above baskets 

of fresh vegetables, 
flowers, and herbs 
(photo taken from 

above).
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Northlands: Urban Farm School & 
Youth Beekeeping Project 

www.northlands.com

Northlands is one of Alberta’s agriculture societies and has been operating since 
1879. Their mandate is to connect people to rural producers, and to food and 
farming, and to serve producers, connecting them to buyers and to each other 
through various programs. They run youth clubs, school programs, public tours, 
and local food initiatives, as well as annual large-scale events such as livestock 
shows and agricultural fairs. All of Northlands’ education programs are free.

The 1-acre Urban Farm (UF) is in the heart of Edmonton, and is home to a small 
flock of hens, a beehive, a fruit tree nursery, a worm compost, native pollinator 
homes, as well as an operational vegetable farm. Established in 2014, the land 
was originally owned by Northlands, but is now owned by the City of Edmonton. 
Northlands outsources the work of growing and maintaining the farm- previously 
to a farm business and now to a group of families. Most of the land is farmed by 
these families; Northlands staff and volunteers also grow some beds of flowers, 
herbs, and vegetables for harvest by their tour groups. The farmers supply food 
for every tour that comes through- the rest of the produce is their own.

Youth Beekeeping Project is an after-school club for youth aged 12-18. They 
meet once a week for two hours, for 24 weeks from May-October. Northlands 
received a special dispensation from the City of Edmonton to keep urban hives in 
2014; in 2015 the bylaw prohibiting beekeeping in urban areas was lifted. The ten 
hives were previously located at Northlands (track and casino) in a fenced-off and 
locked space with grass that also contained satellites for broadcasting horse rac-
ing. Starting in 2019, the hives will be moved to the Urban Farm and the club will 
become a 4H Bee Club that meets year-round.

In Conversation with Patty Milligan, Agriculture 
Education Specialist
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Participants
Urban Farm
t� The farm has hosted 110 children at a time; in 2018, the UF hosted 3,000       

visitors. This is a striking growth arc; in 2014, they hosted 100 visitors in total! 
t� School groups from the greater Edmonton area, grades K-12 come through 

2/3 days per week for five intense weeks from the end of May to the third week 
of June, and again for four weeks in the fall. In 2019 they will offer 5 days per 
week in these same spring & fall windows.

t� During the summer they host day camps through the YMCA & the Jr. Chef   
program at Northern Alberta Institute of Technology.

t� In the summer, Northlands also hosts adult and family education: talks on 
chickens, composting, native bees, and more.

Beekeeping Project
t� There is beekeeping equipment for 25 people; usually spring registration is 

full, and after settling into a routine, the group ends up with 18-22 regular     
attendees who see the program through to completion.

Eight children in the foreground face away from the camera, towards an adult standing 
with hands in mid-gesture in a large field of garlic plants. In the background, other 

colourful garden beds are visible. At Northlands’ Urban Farm in Edmonton.
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Team/Collaborators
Urban Farm 
t� Core team for UF tours: Agriculture Education Specialist (full-time permanent), 

an assistant (full-time, seasonal), a lead educator (works on contract 4 hours 
per tour day), and one/two volunteers.

t� Northlands volunteer pool is vast, and they tend to have dedicated volunteers 
to the UF, mostly older women.

t� Northlands has an interesting youth program called Agriculture Ambassa-
dors- 20 young people, both urban and rural, who are interested in learning 
about agriculture participate as volunteers in different agriculture education          
programs. Some of these youth are homeschooled and are available to volun-
teer on school days.

t� Green Farm Intern (funded by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada) worked for 
six months in 2018 making site richer and greener: redoing chicken coop, 
building a water capture system, creating composting systems, as well as help-
ing with tours.

t� Northlands asks classes to come with a 1:5 ratio of adults to students.
Beekeeping Project
t� One teacher (same person is lead educator at UF) & one volunteer, & Ag. Ed. 

Specialist (from UF; who is also a beekeeper) coordinates club.

Pictured are eight smiling 
youth wearing t-shirts that 

say “Farm. Eat. Repeat”, one of 
whom is sitting on a statue of 
a pig, and others are crouch-
ing on a hay bale. These are 
Agricultural Ambassadors, 
youth who receive training 

about agricultural issues and 
share their knowledge at 

Northlands’ events.
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Curriculum/Content
Urban Farm
t� Self-guided tour of the UF takes an hour and a half.
t� Each group gets a map and a bingo sheet, with 24 spaces (see Appendix A for 

School Educator package). Each space offers activities such as: feed a chicken, 
taste an herb, find a fungus; groups move around the farm in a self-guided 
way. 

t� Team members work at particular stations to talk to the visitors, explain things, 
and answer questions.

t� Every group that comes on a tour gets to harvest something: they pick, taste, 
and smell edible herbs, flowers, and vegetables.

t� This year, Northlands is working on improving its educational content to 
match curriculum standards. For example, grade 3 focuses on life cycles, & 
Northlands will offer information on solitary bee life cycles.

Beekeeping Project
t� Goals are to give youth train-

ing in beekeeping and to 
connect them with the wider 
beekeeping community. 

t� Each week, they learn about 
theory/biology indoors for 
the first hour, and engage in 
hands-on beekeeping out-
doors for the second hour.

t� Field trips include: provincial 
apiculturist lab; large and

Several youth wearing 
bee suits inspect hives. A 
youth in the foreground 

holds up a hive frame, 
covered in bees.

small beekeeping operations that sell nucs and honey; urban beekeepers; dis-
sections of bees; Royal Alberta Museum bee exhibit; Fairmont Hotels (which 
all house rooftop bee hives); urban bee walk stops at the Edmonton Conven-
tion Centre and visits their hive; MacEwan University beehive.
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Perceived Effectiveness
Urban Farm
t� The site connects people not only to agricultural literacy through educational 

tours, but also serves as a hub for community members to learn about North-
lands’ various programming and events.

t� Teachers sign up year after year, bringing new students to the urban farm with 
enthusiasm for what the site has to offer. For many students, it is their first time 
collecting a fresh egg, seeding lettuce, etc.

t� Curriculum-directed content is in the process of being developed.

Beekeeping Project
t� At the end of the year, each youth receives a certificate that states how many 

hours of training they have had in beekeeping. 
t� Families make use of the training that youth receive to get their license to 

keep backyard hives.
t� Youth from the club can apply for the Alberta Beekeeper’s Commission        

bursary, to continue their studies in topics related to beekeeping.
t� Youth can apply for jobs in beekeeping and inspecting.
t� Ongoing beekeeper community is created through intergenerational knowl-

edge transfer.
t� Northlands receives multiple requests a year for adult classes and courses in 

beekeeping- but does not have the capacity to open up the programming, as 
the same ten hives would be overwhelmed.

“We’ve had kids come in fairly cold weather, and still love it. One of the 
things I’ve learned is how much that experience has to give. Even when 
the plants are all dead, and the flowers are hanging over, you can still 
shake out the sunflower seeds from the head. You think maybe July 
and August are the prime times to be in a garden and learning, but 
actually, in the early spring and late fall there is still lots to offer there.” 
 -Patty Milligan, 2019



26

Roots to Harvest: 
Youth Garden Program 

www.rootstoharvest.org
In Conversation with Sanjana Tarranum, 
Program Facilitator 
Roots to Harvest breaks down barriers to employment by offering skilled work 
and training to young people by engaging them with agriculture and food. Their 
employment programs include the 5-month Seasonal Horticultural Outdoor 
Worker Program (for participants aged 18-30); the part-time year-round Academ-
ic Year Program (internships for high school students); and the Youth Garden
Program. They also work with high school 
students visiting classrooms; building and 
maintaining school gardens; and continue 
to develop workshops such as the new For-
est Feeds Farms series that celebrates wild 
and cultivated foods. Roots to Harvest also 
has a commercial kitchen with rental avail-
ability, and a small storefront selling farm 
fresh foods and value-added products. 

The Youth Garden Program is Roots 
to Harvest’s longest-running program. 
Through “Focus on Youth”, in partner-
ship with the Lakehead District School 
Board (LDSB), students aged 15-18 work 
for 6 weeks through the summer to build         
employment skills, gain co-op credits, run a 
(1/3 acre) urban garden, & work with local 
food organizations and farms.

Kale and swiss chard grow on 
display in a classroom tower garden, 

thanks to Roots to Harvest’s deep 
connections to schools.
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Participants
High school students from LDSB can apply to participate in the program with the 
help of their guidance counselor. 12-13 high school students are selected to work 
with Roots to Harvest for 6 weeks, 40 hours per week. Youth who are struggling 
academically and/or at home, and who would thrive in an outdoor, hands-on   
environment are selected; selection is done by the LDSB, the funder. 

Team/Collaborators
t� 2 full-time staff members for program stream (though staff hours overlap with 

other programs): one works with the youth in a mentor/supervisor role, and 
the other is in an organizational role (ensuring youth work with a variety of 
people each week on a myriad of tasks; 3 off-site days per week need to be 
organized well in advance of the summer months).

t� 1 student helper works full-time in July & August.
t� School guidance counselors help students with one-page application.
t� LDSB decides which students are registered for the program.

Three youth are pictured above, sitting in a field and 
concentrating on shelling peas, with dark clouds in the background.
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Curriculum/Content 
t� For all 6 weeks of the program, 2 days per week are spent on-site taking care of 

the urban garden and running a market stand from the farm gate; 3 days per 
week off-site doing farm visits and work days for food organizations (transpor-
tation from Roots to Harvest using their 12-seater van). 

t� Farm visits include work days, where the student interns help with big tasks 
that require many hands and not much training. Examples include stacking 
wood, cleaning out a barn, and fixing fences.

t� Other off-site work days often include meal preparation using farm-grown 
food from Roots to Harvest at organizations such as Shelter House, Dew Drop 
Inn, and the Good Food Box. 

t� Visits from representatives of service organizations from Thunder Bay  help 
students gain organizational and employability skills.

“The money raised [from the market stand] goes directly back into the 
programs. The main purpose of the program is not the garden, it’s the 
employment skills. Gardening is used as a tool for building these skills.” 
 -Sanjana Tarranum, 2019

Perceived Effectiveness 
t� Students learn to grow food in a sustainable manner; students struggling in 

academics gain co-op credits; students learn employment skills & gain confi-
dence in the working world outside of high school.

t� Relationships between farmers and both Roots to Harvest and the Youth     
Garden workers lead to positive work outcomes on farms.

t� A selection of Youth Garden workers are employed at Roots to Harvest 
through the school year, working part-time in the Academic Year Program,  
furthering their knowledge and skills in food and farming spheres.

t� Connections students make with the non-profit and social service sector offer 
references and potential future employment. 
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Note: Used throughout this document, the acronym CSA stands for Community Supported 
Agriculture, and is a season-long commitment between a farm and those who eat their food. Usually, 
members pay at the beginning of the season for a share in a CSA, and receive a box of food weekly 
through the season. This model helps farmers with their up-front costs and shares the risks of crop 
failure, drought, or other issues that come up with the eaters, who recognize that supporting local 
farms is an investment in their local economy, their own health, and the sustainability of food 
systems.  
 
Alberta 
Name of Program: Coen Farm 
Location: Ferintosh, AB  
Website: https://www.coenfarm.ca 
Brief Description: Operational livestock farm offering nutrient-dense food: grass-fed beef, free-range 
eggs, milk-fed pork, berries, and tea. 
Educational Activities: Permaculture design certificate courses; farm tours; workshops. 
Funding and Budget: Single-day workshops cost $75.00 (Hand Tools 101; Forest Gardening 101, and 
more); 5-hour private farm tour costs $250.00; 3-day Plant Spirit Medicine course costs $495.00; 72-
hour Permaculture Design Course costs $1,299.00; 6-day Adaptive Habitat Land Design program costs 
$2,700.00. 
 
Name of Program: The Jungle Farm 
Location: Red Deer, AB  
Website: http://www.thejunglefarm.com/  
Brief Description: Operational farm with produce and flowers available through their CSA and on-
farm general store. U-pick strawberries and pumpkins. 
Educational Activities: School field trips, birthday parties, fall festival, and group events. Visits may 
include wagon rides, petting farm, transplanting flowers, sampling vegetables, obstacle course, calf 
lasso corral, corn maze and more.  
Funding and Budget: $7.50/child, $8.50/adult admission for School Field trips & Fall Festival entry fee; 
$150 covers first 15 people for birthday parties. 
 
Name of Program: Multicultural Heritage Centre 
Location: Stony Plain, AB 
Website: https://multicentre.org/about-us/ 
Brief Description: School house built in 1925 is the hub for events. With framework of ‘pioneers’, 
centre offers a museum, art gallery, artisan market, and community gardens. 
Educational Activities: Summer day camp with multiple themed weeks including cooking and visual 
arts; Gardening classes (canning, fermenting/dehydrating/sprouting, orchard skills, small space 
gardening); Little Green Thumbs program: indoor gardening program for elementary & high school 
classes. Resources, supplies, and curriculum connections offered by Heritage Centre, with 

https://www.coenfarm.ca/
http://www.thejunglefarm.com/
https://multicentre.org/about-us/


coordinators going to visit schools; Farm School: one-week programs for classrooms where students 
visit farms, meet authors, interview farmers, and take care of various animals. 
Funding and Budget: $150 for up to 30 participants for traveling programs; $8/child for on-site 
programs; $40-76 for single-day gardening workshops; $175/child for weeklong day camp.  
 
Name of Program: Northlands (Featured project: please see page 19 for more information) 
Location: Sherwood Park, AB 
Website: https://www.northlands.com/  
Brief Description: Non-profit started in 1879, connecting Albertans with agricultural awareness. 
Northlands runs large-scale events such as summer and fall festivals, livestock shows, and connects 
eaters to food with events such as Open Farm Days. 
Educational Activities: Urban farm school for Edmonton-area schools connect students to 1-acre plot 
that grows greens, houses chickens, and supports a beehive; 4H Club; Youth Beekeeping program 
runs for full beekeeping season, teaching up to 25 youth per year hands-on beekeeping skills; 
Agriculture Ambassadors program trains youth 12-17 years old about agriculture, and gives them 
opportunities to share their knowledge at community events.  
Funding and Budget: Educational activities are free as part of Northlands’ mandate. 
 
British Columbia 
Name of Program: BC Agriculture in the Classroom (BCAITC) Foundation 
Location: British Columbia 
Website: https://www.bcaitc.ca/  
Brief Description: Non-profit working with educators to bring local agriculture to students through 
School Nutrition programs and more. Excellent online resources including recipe index and activity 
documentation, including curriculum connections. 
Educational Activities: Organization connects students to agriculture using farm tours and field trips- 
list of farms offering tours by region on their website; Summer Institute program offers accredited 
professional development course for teachers integrating food systems, agricultural literacy and 
awareness to their teaching;  working community garden offers tours to students K-12 to visit garden 
and participate in self-guided tours.  
Funding and Budget: Unclear.  

 

Figure 1: Pictured are two children, smiling at potato plants that they are holding up, with the tubers 
in hand and the plant leaves hanging down. They are participants in BCAITC’s Spuds in Tubs program: 

https://www.northlands.com/
https://www.bcaitc.ca/


Running since 2006, this program so far has served 458 classrooms. BCAITC gives teachers materials 
and instructions to grow potatoes in their K-12 classrooms. Seed potatoes are planted in tubs in early 

March and harvested in June. Teachers use this activity as a tool to teach about soil types, 
phytoremediation, and more. 

 
Name of Program: Farmers on 57th (Featured project: please see page 14 for more information) 
Location: Vancouver, BC 
Website: http://www.farmerson57th.ca/ 
Brief Description: Urban ecological farm, with veggies and flowers distributed through a CSA 
program. Located on the grounds of the George Pearson Centre, a Vancouver Coastal Health facility. 
Garden club, with volunteers matched with residents, allows 114 people living with disabilities to 
grow their own food. 
Educational Activities: “Growing Eden”- a family gardening program running once a week for the 
duration of a growing season; priority for refugees, low-income, or new immigrants. 
Funding and Budget: Free for participants; funded by Unitarian Church and other grants.  
 
Name of Program: Fresh Roots Urban Farm  
Location: Vancouver, BC 
Website: https://freshroots.ca/ 
Brief Description: Operational Market Gardens located in school yards, host to day camps and field 
trips, with food sold into school community (food access programs, restaurants, school cafeteria, and 
to neighbours). 
Educational Activities: Day camps (themed weeks include visual arts and salad making); farm tours; 
field trips offer curriculum-aligned programs for grades K-7; workshops (garden planning, 
vermicomposting, pollinator power, and more); professional development; and educational farm 
design: Fresh Roots works with other schools to develop their own market gardens and associated 
programming. 
Funding and Budget: Full week day camp programs are on a sliding scale, costing $300-375 per child; 
field trips and workshops cost $150 for 25 youth; Farm Tours cost $75 for non-profits and community 
groups, and $125 for university and corporate groups.  
 
Name of Program: Intergenerational Landed Learning Project 
Location: University of British Columbia 
Website: http://landedlearning.educ.ubc.ca/ 
Brief Description: UBC Faculty of Education initiative has been ongoing since 2002, with children 
gaining hands-on experiences growing food using cooperative, multigenerational, small-group 
learning approach. Their website shares academic research about these programs. 
Educational Activities: Landed Learning School Year program: Elders, undergraduates, graduate, and 
elementary students matched with one another as “farm friends”- they meet to grow and cook food 
in gardens together on 12 separate occasions; SOYL Project has secondary students growing food in 
schoolyard market gardens, running market stands, cooking & sharing healthy meals, and 
participating in workshops about sustainable food systems and food justice, diversity, personal 
growth, personal finance, and leadership. They spend one day each week doing community service 
with a local food organization; Teacher and Adult Education workshops train teachers to start school 
gardens and engage students in learning outdoors. 

http://www.farmerson57th.ca/
https://freshroots.ca/
http://landedlearning.educ.ubc.ca/


Funding and Budget: Teacher and Adult Education workshops are $45 per person. 
 
Name of Program: Sole Food Street Farms 
Location: Vancouver, BC 
Website: https://solefoodfarms.com/ 
Brief Description: North America’s largest urban farming project, transforming acres of vacant & 
contaminated land into urban farms; selling food via CSA boxes, to restaurants, and at farmers’ 
markets. Their website has a plethora of archived media coverage on urban farming.  
Educational Activities: Community of farmers empowers people with limited resources by providing 
jobs, farmer training, and inclusion. 
Funding and Budget: Unclear.  
 
Name of Program: Southlands Heritage Farm 
Location: Vancouver, BC. 
Website: https://www.southlandsfarm.ca/ 
Brief Description: Operational farm selling eggs, honey, produce, and jams at their own market, 
boasting a 100-meter diet for Vancouverites. 
Educational Activities: Host to special events such as Sheep Shearing on Easter Weekend, Pumpkin 
Patch through the month of October; birthday parties (baking on the farm, pony parties, and more); 
farm camp (working in gardens and caring for animals, with themed weeks such as crafting and 
building, survival skills, farm science); horseback riding day camps; school field trips; Girl Guide & Girl 
Scout trips. 
Funding and Budget: Weeklong farm camp sessions cost $285/child for half-days; birthday parties 
cost between $160-375 depending on group size, length of party, and chosen activity.  
 
Name of Program: The World in a Garden 
Location: Vancouver, BC 
Website: https://theworldinagarden.wordpress.com/ 
Brief Description: Multicultural and educational urban farm project engaging community on the 
benefits of a just and local food system. They offer market sales for their vegetables, and community 
garden plots for those wishing to grow their own food.  
Educational Activities: Summer day camp (food and ecology topics using permaculture frameworks); 
workshops for children and adults- themes include ‘pizza party’, ‘eat more kale’, ‘small space 
gardening’, and much more. 
Funding and Budget: $15-20/person for one-hour workshops; $20-30/child for two-hour 
permaculture workshops; summer day camp costs $245/child for weeklong session.  
 
New Brunswick 
Name of Program: Jemseg River Farm 
Location: Jemseg, NB 
Website: http://jemsegriver.blogspot.com/ 
Brief Description: They call themselves a “collaborative agriculture adventure”; a 200-acre organic 
farm, they grow ten acres of vegetables, herbs, potatoes, strawberries, and raspberries, and have 
poultry and pigs. Their mission statement includes a strong educational component for future 
farmers. 

https://solefoodfarms.com/
https://www.southlandsfarm.ca/
https://theworldinagarden.wordpress.com/
http://jemsegriver.blogspot.com/


Educational Activities: Farm education for interning farm workers, focus on training in areas such as 
soils, crop planning, weed control, pest management, composting, harvesting practices, marketing, 
and sales. 
Funding and Budget: Internships are considered a volunteer position, but are paid a stiped of 
$100/week; accommodations are included. For those who spend an entire season interning at Jemseg 
River, they earn a completion bonus of $25 per week at the end of the season. 
 
Nova Scotia 
Name of Program: Castle Frederick Farms 
Location: Falmouth, NS 
Website: http://www.castlefrederickfarms.ca/ 
Brief Description: Family owned farm with a beef operation, managed wood lot, custom log orders, as 
well as recreational experiences on their managed trails. 
Educational Activities: They offer customized experiences for individuals and groups of all ages- class 
trips, day camp activities, and more. Available activities include hiking, fire building, snowshoeing, 
wagon rides, cross-country skiing, mountain biking, and more. 
Funding and Budget: Unclear. 
 
Name of Program: TapRoot Farms 
Location: Port Williams, NS 
Website: http://taprootfarms.ca/ 
Brief Description: A small-scale agroecological ‘carbon farming’ farm with CSA boxes for fruit, 
vegetables, meat, or the ‘full monty’. They host farmstay vacations, private and a 5 minute walk away 
from the main farmhouse, as well as on-farm dinners to honour the connection between the farm and 
its workers, and everyone who eats their food. 
Educational Activities: Farm tours, farm walks, internships, and an artist in residency in partnership 
with Uncommon Common Art.  
Funding and Budget: Farm tours are $20.00 and are a maximum of one hour; farm walks are free and 
self-guided; internships are hosted through wwoof.ca; the Artist in Residence position’s structure is 
unclear from the website. 

 
Figure 2: Pictured is a row of picnic tables set up under a greenhouse roof, with open ends looking to a 
farm field. TapRoot Farms offers on-farm dinners to honour the connection between the farm and its 

workers, and everyone who eats their food. 
 
 

http://www.castlefrederickfarms.ca/
http://taprootfarms.ca/


Ontario 
Name of Program: Canada Agriculture and Food Museum 
Location: Ottawa, ON 
Website: https://ingeniumcanada.org/agriculture/educational.php 
Brief Description: Permanent exhibitions include Tractors, Food Preservation, Renewable Energy, and 
Canola Innovation; online educational resources page has an incredible number of activity kits for 
students gr. K-12.  
Educational Activities: Curriculum-linked school programs (programs offered for daycare groups up to 
gr. 5, with themes such as bread, soil, making butter, focus on animals, and more); birthday parties 
(multiple themes- ex. MOOving Experience: touring dairy barns, making ice cream and paper crafts); 
summer day camps (children visit the working farm at the museum, care for animals and gardens, 
make crafts, and play games); Food Literacy Initiatives, and more. 
Funding and Budget: Groups visiting the museum pay $5/child, $8/adult; day camps cost $285/child 
for full week session; school groups pay $9/child.  
 
Name of Program: ClearWater Farms 
Location: Newmarket, ON 
Website: https://clearwaterfarms.ca/ 
Brief Description: An initiative of Ontario Water Centre, ClearWater is a working farm that produces 
vegetables (baskets are sold in CSA-like model), meat, eggs, and more using regenerative practices. 
They offer place-based environmental education in their heritage barn that operates as a youth 
education centre. 2017 was the pilot year for their educational programs and their website has a link 
to a Report on Youth Programming from that year.  
Educational Activities: Food preparation, farm day camp, fundraisers and events. 
Funding and Budget: Unclear.  
 
Name of Program: Everdale Environmental Learning Centre (Featured project: please see page 9 for 
more information) 
Location: Hillsburgh, ON 
Website: http://everdale.org/ 
Brief Description: Operational vegetable farm has been producing food for twenty years, and offers 
between 200-500 shares in CSA-style Harvest Share. They host on-farm educational activities such as 
their summer Farm Camp (in its tenth year!), and events such as CarrotFest and Seedy Saturday. 
Educational Activities: Farmer training for youth and adults (Farm Planner session, Sustainable 
Farming Certificate); Farm School offers themed field trips for gr. K-12; Summer Farm Camp for 
children and youth.  
Funding and Budget: Farm Planner Course $625/person for 7 days, Sustainable Farming Certificate 
costs $2,770 for training, lodging and meals for four weeks- they offer a work-trade that allows 
participants to get the training in exchange for labour, and a paid internship model for those who 
would like to get the training and stay for the entire season. Farm School $270/class (up to 30 
students) for a half-day, $435 for a full day; Farm camp is $225/child for weeklong sessions- discounts 
for siblings. 
 
Name of Program: Growing Up Organic 
Location: Ottawa, ON 

https://ingeniumcanada.org/agriculture/educational.php
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Website: https://cog.ca/ottawa/growing-up-organic/  
Brief Description: A project of Canadian Organic Growers, they partner with schools to establish 
school gardens and the associated programming. Their curriculum connections and workshops are 
available on their website in both French and English.  
Educational Activities: With curriculum connections for gr. 3-12, GUO visits classrooms to offer year-
round workshops structured around seasonal garden tasks.  
Funding and Budget: Unclear.  
 
Name of Program: Fiddlehead Care Farm 
Location: Mono, ON 
Website: http://fiddleheadcarefarm.com/ 
Brief Description: A working and therapeutic accessible farm, they offer pediatric therapy, individual 
and family counselling, community and school visits, group life skills programming, summer day 
camps, animal assisted therapy, special events, and more. Therapeutic farms can be beneficial to 
those with mental health problems, people suffering from depression, people with substance abuse 
history, and people with learning and physical disabilities.  
Educational Activities: Life Skill Program teaches the development and practice of life, social, and 
farm skills; Day Camp is geared specifically with unique physical and psychosocial needs and connects 
children with accessible farming, science and nature programming; Specialized Therapy Groups 
teaches non-pharmacological pain management for children with special needs and their parents; 
Farm Visits offer experiential on-farm activities and learning about Farm to Table, animal care, and 
ecosystems.  
Funding and Budget: Life Skill Program costs $50/hour; Day camp is $375/child for weeklong session; 
School and Community Group Farm Visits cost $10/student or $20/car for families.  
 
Name of Program: Foodshare 
Location: Toronto, ON 
Website: https://foodshare.net/ 
Brief Description: Canada’s largest food security organization. 
Educational Activities: A bounty of activities- visit their website to explore the wide variety of 
programming. Farm-based activities include the Sunshine Garden, a garden on hospital grounds 
offering therapeutic gardening for clients; and School Grown, a schoolyard farming project- employing 
secondary students in running urban market gardens.  
Funding and Budget: Unclear.  
 
Name of Program: Forsythe Family Farms 
Location: Greenbank, ON 
Website: https://forsythefamilyfarms.com/   
Brief Description: Operational 50 acre fruit and vegetable farm with pick your own berries, pumpkins, 
tomatoes, and more. They sell their food at their on-farm market and CSA program, as well as at 
farmers’ markets. They run family activities and special events such as an October Harvest Festival.  
Educational Activities: School group tours for preschool-Gr.8 offer inquiry-based hands on-activities, 
a wagon ride, playtime in the Barnyard Adventure playground, and classroom take-home materials. 
Themed tours such as Exploring Sustainability, Soils and Habitats, Farm & Forest Tours, and more.  
Funding and Budget: $9-13 per person depending on tour length and activity. 
 

https://cog.ca/ottawa/growing-up-organic/
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Name of Program: Just Food 
Location: Ottawa, ON 
Website: http://justfood.ca/  
Brief Description: Grassroots not-for-profit doing community-based projects and food policy work. 
Their work includes a Buy Local Grow Local Food Guide, Seed Saving Projects, and Incubator Kitchen, 
Community Gardens Network and more. 
Educational Activities: Just Food offers larger community garden plots ‘The Commons’ allow 
gardeners to have long-term access to increase community food production. Commons members 
attend workshops on crop planning, soil fertility, water conservation, and the use of Just Food Farm; 
and Start-up farm program for new farmers, with shared infrastructure and tools (electric fencing, 
water source, barn storage, wash station, greenhouse space, walk-behind rototiller), organic 
certification, general liability insurance coverage, and 10 farmer training workshops. 
Funding and Budget: $350/year for community garden plot at The Commons 250m2; $2,500 for Start-
up farm testcroppers ¼ acre plots- bursaries and micro-loans are available to offset costs.  
 
Name of Program: Rad Kids 
Location: Kingston, ON 
Website: https://radkidsblog.wordpress.com/ 
Brief Description: A small project aligned with food sovereignty principles; summer farm day camp 
operates on working vegetable and beef farm on Howe Island, and workshops are offered in 
community and school settings in the Kingston area.  
Educational Activities: Rad Kids Farm Camp is an experiential hands-on day camp that gives children 
the chance to get closer to their food and the farmers that grow it, with daily Farmer Time sessions 
where children get to meet with and learn directly from farmers. Each session is designed to give 
children a holistic understanding of the ecology of the farm, as well as connections to nature. Mobile 
workshops take place in classroom and community settings: themes include seed saving, pollination, 
garden ecology, and more.  
Funding and Budget: Day camp is on a sliding scale from $250-350/child for a full week; workshops 
cost $250 for 60-90 minutes.  
 
Name of Program: Roots to Harvest (Featured project: please see page 24 for more information) 
Location: Thunder Bay, ON 
Website: http://www.rootstoharvest.org/ 
Brief Description: Provides transformative educational & employment opportunities for youth to 
engage with local agriculture. Having close relationships with local high schools, they tend school 
gardens, and offer intensive programs for youth; Community grower program in partnership with the 
Thunder Bay public library shares instructional resources & lending tools, to help people grow and 
maintain their own gardens; Their commercial kitchen is available for rentals, and also offers cooking 
programs as well as seed saving for resilience in Northern food systems; Workshops and Farm Tours 
are also available.  
Educational Activities: Partnered with the Thunder Bay school board, they offer the 
Youth Garden program- high school students do 6-week placements at urban gardens, and earn co-op 
credits; S.H.O.W.- Seasonal Horticultural Outdoor Worker program engages youth 18-30 in 
meaningful work (for those who face barriers to employment) in 5-month program; the Academic 
Year Program hires interns from the Youth Garden program participants- selected interns work part-
time, year-round while still attending school.  

http://justfood.ca/about/who-we-are/
https://radkidsblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.rootstoharvest.org/


Funding and Budget: Youth Garden program is funded by School Board; S.H.O.W. participants are 
paid either subsidized or full wages; Workshop fees vary- ex. Urban beekeeping workshop costs $125 
for nine hours. 
 
Name of Program: Steckle Heritage Farm 
Location: Kitchener, ON 
Website: https://stecklehomestead.ca/ 
Brief Description: A registered charity and placement site for Conestoga college students, Steckle 
Heritage Farm provides educational and recreational agricultural activities in their gardens and with 
their farm animals. They offer site rentals for weddings & events; host all sorts of special events 
including bookings for birthday parties; run summer day camp programs, tours, and more.  
Educational Activities: Little Farmers Program is a weekly visiting time for preschool aged children to 
experience the farm with a parent; Day camps let children enjoy hands-on learning activities such as 
gardening, harvesting, cooking, caring for farm animals, and more; Curriculum-based school tours 
with seasonal themes such as Chicks, Blossoms, and Seeds in the spring and Discovering Harvest in 
the fall. 
Funding and Budget: Little Farmers program costs $115 for seven 2.5-hour visits; Day camp costs 
$225/child for a weeklong session; Birthday parties cost $150/up to ten children for two hours; Tours 
cost a minimum of $60, or $6.50/student.  
 
Quebec 
Name of Program: City Farm School 
Location: Montreal, QC 
Website: http://www.cityfarmschool.com/   
Brief Description: An initiative of Concordia Greenhouse, City Farm School is an urban agriculture 
training program promoting a cultural shift towards more resilient communities focusing on local food 
autonomy. 
Educational Activities: They offer seminars, discussions, popular education style teach-ins (ex. 
mushroom cultivation, rain water harvesting, etc.), a market gardener apprenticeship program and a 
medicinal herbs apprenticeship. 
Funding and Budget: Market gardener apprenticeship costs $700, for a full season from March to 
November with hands-on training and weekly workshops; medicinal herbs apprenticeship totals 60 
hours made up of garden and greenhouse shifts, as well as topical workshops (ex. Immunity, 
Adaptogens & the Neuro-endocrine system) and costs $500. Bursaries are available for both 
apprenticeships to ensure that no one is unable to participate due to lack of funds.  
 
Name of Program: Kahnawake Schools Diabetes Prevention Project (KSDPP) 
Location: Kahnawake, QC 
Website: http://www.ksdpp.org/index.php 
Brief Description: Work on this community based participatory research project has been ongoing 
since 1995 with school, family, and community-based interventions to prevent type 2 diabetes with a 
model based on Kanien’keha values. Their website has excellent scholarly resources around 
community cooking & health with Indigenous communities. 
Educational Activities: Children’s cooking classes, an afterschool program, workshops with parents 
and children are some of the ways that KSDPP helps community members and especially children to 

https://stecklehomestead.ca/
http://www.cityfarmschool.com/
http://www.ksdpp.org/index.php


increase their physical activity, strengthen nutrition policies (work is congruent with native culture 
and learning styles), and improve overall health outcomes. They now offer a four-day Community 
Mobilization Training Program in Diabetes Prevention geared towards workers in Aboriginal 
communities and organizations with like-minded goals. 
Funding and Budget: The four-day Training program costs $150.00; the project is funded by 
Aboriginal Diabetes Initiative, private donations, and through research grants.  
 
Canada-wide 
Name of Program: Community Food Centres 
Website: https://cfccanada.ca/en/Home  
Brief Description: The Stop in Toronto was the first CFC, and their model has spread across the 
country with ten more CFCs built since 2010. Community Food Centres focus on systemic change and 
empowerment of cooks, gardeners, and engaged to citizens to address the root causes of hunger- 
poverty, social isolation, and food insecurity. 
Educational Activities: Each CFC varies in terms of their programs and content, but tend to offer 
resource libraries, drop-in cooking programs (often culturally based), housing and legal services, 
gardens and urban agriculture opportunities, programs for children and youth (sometimes 
intergenerational), and more. 
Funding and Budget: Programs and services are free. 
 
Name of Program: Farm to Cafeteria Canada 
Website: http://www.farmtocafeteriacanada.ca/ 
Brief Description: Leader of the Farm to School Movement, they focus on bringing local, healthy, 
sustainable foods into public institutions, as well as the development of a National Food Policy. They 
host a national Farm to School Conference that brings people together to learn, celebrate, share and 
inspire the movement to bring healthy, local, and sustainable foods to students in Canada.  
Educational Activities: Their website has guides to cooking workshops, they develop evaluation 
guides on topics like food literacy, they offer webinars, and more. 
Funding and Budget: Unclear.  
 
Please note: Since this research was done as a final project for a graduate school course, the research 
and writing timeline was finite- and thus the list of Canadian farm-based education programs herein is 
surely incomplete. The author welcomes feedback and responses from others engaged in this work. 
Email Marie Bencze at radkidsradkids (@) gmail.com with thoughts, questions or feedback. 
 

https://cfccanada.ca/en/Home
http://www.farmtocafeteriacanada.ca/
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An Educator’s Guide to Northlands Urban Farm School, 2018 
Welcome to NUF School! 

 
Print this guide and bring it with you. 

Students visiting Northlands Urban Farm experience the production of food in the heart of the 
city! We’ve got a hive of bees, a flock of urban hens, and a wonderful garden. They’ll get their 
hands in the dirt; they’ll learn about bees and vegetables and have a great time.  
 

General Information 
Contact: If you have any questions about Northlands Urban Farm School, contact Patty Milligan, 
Northlands Agriculture Education Specialist, at her desk 780-471-7331, via email 
pmilligan@northlands.com or on her cellphone at 780-983-4010.  
  
Location: Northlands Urban Farm is located at the corner of 79th Avenue and 113 Street. On 
Google Maps it is listed as 11312-79 Street. ***Notice NUF is next door to Borden Park! Some 
classes pack a picnic lunch which they enjoy in the park before or after their visit to NUF School.  

 
  
Drop off: Buses drop off and pick up at the gate on the west side of 79th Street.  
 
Parking: Buses and other vehicles are welcome to park at no charge in the gravel parking lot to 
the east of Northlands Urban Farm. There is no on-street parking.  
  
Time: Morning tours are from 9:30-11:00 am. Afternoon tours take place from 1:00-2:30 pm.  
 
 
 

mailto:pmilligan@northlands.com
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Here are the details, including risks. 
Accessible entry: The entrance gate at the bus drop off on 79th Street has three steps leading up 
to it. On the south side of NUF, there is an accessible entry. Let us know if any members of your 
group require an accessible entry, and we’ll guide you to the south gate.  
 
Washrooms: There is a single, unisex portable toilet onsite. Students may want to visit the 
bathroom before they leave the school.  
 
Hand washing: We’ve got one hand-washing station onsite. Hand sanitizer is also available.  
 
Who is at NUF during our visit? A combination of Northlands staff and volunteers will host you! 
60 students can visit at one time so if your class is coming on its own, a group from another 
school may be present during your visit. We’ll let you know in advance if this is the case. We also 
try to match the ages, if possible, and classes do move through the farm independently.  
 
We have honeybees. We have one hive tucked away in a corner of the garden. Students do 
observe the bees close-up and safely. Although the risk is small, we do go over sting-prevention 
tips with your students when they arrive.  
 
To minimize the risk of stings, students can 1) wear a hat 2) avoid floral patterns 3) avoid 
wearing strong scents. ÅOf these three points, wearing a hat is the most important. Plus it can 
get very sunny at NUF and we don’t have a lot of shade.  
 
We have chickens. Students get to look at our seven urban hens, but they won’t be touching 
them. They WILL however get to check for eggs!  
 
Other possible allergies: Students will sample honey as well as greens from the garden if they 
are available. They may also come into contact with plants, dirt, worms, or insects.  
 
We’re a fenced-in garden. NUF is a 1-acre plot enclosed by a chain link fence. Inside we have a 
combination of uneven terrain, including dirt, grass, beaten down paths, and gravel. Really, it’s a 
typical garden. Most strollers and wheelchairs will do fine.  
 
It can be very sunny! On a nice day, afternoon tours can be quite hot and we don’t have a lot of 
shade available. Make sure your students have water bottles and wear hats.  

 
Sometimes the weather doesn’t co-operate. NUF School goes ahead rain or shine in most cases. 
If we have a thunderstorm or severe downpour or if there is an imminent risk of a thunderstorm 
or severe downpour on the day of your visit, we reserve the right to cancel. We’ll do this in as 
timely a manner as we can. We do not have indoor facilities at the farm to take shelter in. 
Northlands Urban Farm School is 100% outdoors.  
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Before your visit 
Review and copy this guidebook. We have extra onsite but you may want to give copies to any 
parent volunteers in advance—particularly pages 4-8 which describe the activities.  
  
Distribute Notification of Risk Forms. Have the students’ parents/guardians complete them. 
The main thing we want them to be aware of is the presence of bees, though it also includes a 
photo waiver. If we are going to have a Northlands photographer onsite, we’ll aim to let you 
know in advance. Bring the waivers with you.   
  
Recruit parent volunteers. We recommend 1 teacher/parent volunteer to every 5 students. 
Parents will be moving around the site with small groups and helping the students engage and 
enjoy NUF.  
 
Assign small groups to your classes. Students will move from station to station at NUF in small, 
mainly self-guided, groups. It is useful to assign them to groups with parent volunteers in 
advance.  
  
What to wear:  

x Closed-toe shoes. Boots if it is wet or rainy.  
x Weather-appropriate clothing—rain jacket if it is wet or rainy.  
x A hat  
x Avoid floral prints or strongly-scented body products.  

 
What to bring:  

x Water bottles  
x Sunscreen 
x Mosquito repellent 
x Name tags are useful but not 

required.  

x Clipboards are also useful but not 
required.  

x We have space to stow backpacks if 
students bring them.  

x A small snack if your students 
require one. 

You’ve arrived! 
Your bus will drop you off right at our gate on the west side of 79th Street. Those who require an 
accessible entrance can be let off around the corner at the south gate.  
 
Come on in to NUF where Northlands staff and volunteers will greet you. We’ll gather for a short 
welcome and orientation. Students receive a journal and a pencil. Then we’ll break into our 
small groups and set out to explore the farm.  
 
We hope they enjoy the fresh air, green space, and exercise while learning about growing food 
in the city!  
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NUF School Activity Overview 
 
The students will be moving around the site in small adult-led groups. Together students will 
complete 24 activities on a bingo sheet. Here are a few notes about the stations:  

● There are guides at some stations, but not all. If you have questions, find one of us and 
we’ll help!  

● Some activities take a short time; others take longer.  
● At some stations, multiple groups can participate at one time; at other stations, you may 

need to wait if until the group ahead of you finishes.  
● The stations do not need to be completed in any particular order. These can all be 

completed within the 1.5 hours of your visit!  
 

Northlands Urban Farm School 

B I N G O 
Taste 
honey 

Help make 
compost. 

Dig in the 
dirt. 

Spot a 
bird. 

Identify a 
bee. 

Feed a 
chicken.  
 

Touch a 
worm.  

Read the 
tempera-
ture.  

Look at 
the 
clouds.  

Feel a 
honey-
comb.  

Learn a 
veggie 
fact.  

Plant a 
seed.   

Say hi to 
some 
fungi!  

Test the 
soil.  

Pick a 
rock.  
 

Pretend 
you’re a 
bee.  

Smell the 
leaf of an 
herb. 

Make a 
plant 
pot.  

Weed a  
dandelion. 

Find an 
egg. 

Pick up a 
piece of 
garbage.  

Identify a 
strawberry 
blossom. 

Water a 
plant. 

Eat a 
green. 
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Notes on BINGO activities for Adult Guides 
 

B  
Taste honey.  The bee hive is in the far SW corner of NUF. Traci is there with tons of information about 

honeybees including some honey for you to taste from OUR HIVE! Please note the bees that 
are onsite are in an observation hive. The students can observe them safely. Dustin, our 
beekeeper, is nearby too.  

Feed a 
chicken.  

Our chicken coop is near the gate where you came into the farm. You’ll see seven hens of 
different breeds who lay eggs that are a variety of colours (light green, tan, and white). See if 
you can spot all the hens. They’ll appreciate receiving a handful of food. Toss it gently onto 
the ground in front of them. Watch how they scratch for it.  

Learn a veggie 
fact.  

The whole east side of the farm has been planted to vegetables. You’re welcome to walk 
through, just remember to stay on the paths. Say hi to our farmers if they are there working. 
Ask Dustin about a veggie fact, or maybe your kids already know one? Here are a few 
examples you can share if you need:  

● Corn is a member of the grass family.  
● Technically, the tomato is a vegetable.  
● If you eat a lot of carrots, your skin can turn orange.  
● A vegetable’s peel contains the highest amount of nutrients.  

Pick a rock.  Rock-picking for most farms is a yearly chore. There are a lot of rocks at Northlands Urban 
Farm! There used to be houses on this land, and they had driveways with gravel on them. 
Luckily, our rocks are quite small. Pick as many as you like. Toss them into the tin pails 
provided. When the pails are full, and we’ll empty them for you!  

Find an egg.  One of our guides will show you how to look in the nest box to see if the chickens have laid 
their eggs. Go ahead and pick one. Hold it gently. What colour is it? Does it feel warm? Then 
we have to put it back.  

 
 

I  
Help make 
compost.  

In the middle of the farm, near the spruce tree, you’ll find our compost bin. If you pick any 
weeds, you can dump them into the bin. Compost usually has two components:  

1) “Browns” which are carbon-rich things like stalks of plants, dry leaves, cardboard, 
or newspaper. They help make the STRUCTURE of the soil.  

2) “Greens” which are nitrogen-rich things like coffee grounds, egg shells, grass 
clippings, or green weeds. They add nutrients to the compost.  

For every two layers of browns, a compost should have a layer of greens. Add a few browns 
AND some greens to our compost. If a watering can is handy, you can also sprinkle some 
water onto it.  
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Touch a worm.  You may find a worm while you dig in the dirt OR you can look in our worm compost bin--the 
blue bin on the ground near the driveway. We feed our worms food waste; they happily eat 
it. When it passes through their body, they leave behind castings--a very rich fertile soil. Dig 
very gently around the edges of the worm bin, you’ll see worms inside. Look carefully, and 
you may see 1) babies--tiny white worms 2) cocoons--small, yellowish balls that the babies 
hatch out of. You can pick up worms and hold them, just be gentle. It is a good idea to hold 
them OVER the bin in case you drop them, they’ll fall back into their home. Please don’t 
remove worms; the worms in the bin are called Red Wigglers, and they are a different type 
of worm than our regular earth worms. . USE THE MAGNIFYING GLASSES to look at them!  

Plant a seed.  FIRST MAKE A PLANT POT! Once you’ve made your newspaper pot, fill it with soil, and 
choose a seed to plant. Cover it with soil. Place it in the tray for your class so it can be taken 
to the bus when your visit is over.  

Pretend you’re 
a bee.  

There are lots of ways to do this! On a cold day, you can try to do what they do: Bees handle 
the cold by clustering into a ball and vibrating their flight muscles in order to generate heat. 
When the bees on the outside of the ball are chilly, they move in and the bees on the inside 
move out. The queen stays in the middle all the time. Try it!  

Pick up a piece 
of garbage.  

We’ve got lots of pieces of garbage floating around. People leave it behind or the wind 
blows it in. We appreciate your help in keeping Northlands Urban Farm tidy. NOTE: Honey 
tasting sticks or toothpicks can be composted! ALSO NOTE: If you find something on the 
farm that looks like it might be an artefact--a piece of pottery, an old spoon, a key, please 
bring it to us! We have a collection that we like to share with our visitors.  

 
 

N  
Dig in the 
dirt.  

We’ve got a ton of trowels for you to dig with. As you dig, see what you spot in the soil. Any 
bugs? Any worms. We’ve got magnifying glasses for you to use!  

Read the 
tempera- 
ture.  

On the picnic tables you’ll find a thermometer, so you can check the temperature. Is it cool, 
warm, or hot out? How do you think the temperature affects the plants and their growth?  

Smell the leaf 
of an herb.  

The herb garden is in one of the raised beds in front of the red shed. You’ll find spearmint, 
two different kinds of basil, and lemon balm. Gently rub a leaf of each of the plants and then 
smell your fingers. What do you smell? Can you tell which is which?  

Identify a 
straw-berry 
blossom.  

Our strawberry plants are within the roped off area to the north of the compost bin. Without 
going inside see if you can spot any small white flowers with yellow centres. The blossom is 
almost finished; if you can’t spot a flower, make sure you know what the plant looks like!  
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G  
Spot a bird.  We’ve got lots of birds in the city. Check out our feeder which is hanging on one of the apple 

trees to the west of the red shed (by the picnic tables). Do you see any birds? Quite often we 
see a robin visit especially after we’ve done some weeding. When we turn over the soil, there’s 
a huge buffet of bugs to be found! YUM! We also see magpies, pigeons, and seagulls.  

Look at the 
clouds.  

What do the clouds tell us about the weather today? What is good for the plants about the 
weather? What might not be good about the weather today? Do you remember the names of 
the different kinds of clouds?  

Say to some 
fungi!  

We’ve got some mushrooms growing in a container at the picnic tables. The King Oyster are 
quite large and the oyster mushrooms are just starting. The sawdust inside the bag has been 
inoculated with mushroom spores; with moisture, nutrients, and time, the mycelium (a fine 
network of white filaments) develops and then the mushroom (which is a fruiting structure) 
starts to grow. These mushrooms are edible! Please look at them, smell them, but please don’t 
touch them--they’re quite delicate.  

Make a 
plant pot.  

At the picnic tables you’ll find materials and tools to make a pot that you can then plant your 
seed in. Here are the steps: 1) Lay down a long narrow strip of newspaper on the table. 2) Take 
the mold (it’s round, wooden with a handle) and lay it at the short edge the newspaper strip. 3) 
About 2 cm or so of the long edge should extend beyond the bottom of the mold (this will form 
the bottom of your pot). 4) Roll the mold along, rolling up the newspaper as you go. 5) When 
you’ve finished rolling, lightly fold in the bottom 6) Squish the mold with the newspaper on it 
(and the bottom rolled in) onto the bottom part of the mold. Press down hard and twist the 
mold around.  This makes the bottom a bit more solid. BEFORE the pot is removed, have each 
student write his/her name on the pot.  

Water a 
plant.  

You’ll find a few watering cans at Northlands Urban Farm. If you planted chives, go ahead and 
water them. If you’d like you can water some of the flowers we’ve planted along the yellow & 
brown fence where the solitary bee houses are. Or you can always water the herbs or the edible 
flowers in front of the red shed. Water gently. If you find the watering cans have already been 
emptied, let a NUF person know and we will refill them.  

 
 

O 
Identify a 
bee.  

Most of the honeybees you see will be workers. Look at the pictures so you can tell what a 
drone or a queen looks like. In Alberta, there are 300 different kinds of bees. Most of them are 
solitary, do not make honey, and do not sting. They do, however, all carry pollen. When you 
see an insect carrying pollen, especially on its back legs or its belly, you know it is a bee!  

Feel a honey- 
comb.  

Touch the honeycomb that the bees build to store their honey in. The queen also lays eggs in 
the comb. She lays one egg in each cell. When you see lighter coloured comb, you know that 
only honey has been in it. If the comb is a brown colour, it means the queen has laid eggs 
there. Bees make the honeycomb out of thousands of hexagons! It is the strongest, most 
efficient way to store their honey. What does it feel like? What does it smell like?  
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Test the soil.  The best soil to grow vegetables in is called loam. It is a mixture of sandy soil and clay. You can 
do a simple test that tells you if the soil is sandy, loam, or clay. Take a handful of soil and wet 
it with water from a watering can. Roll the soil between your hands as though it were play-
dough. Does it roll easily into a long snake? If yes, then it is clay. Or does it crumble 
immediately? Then it is sandy. Soil that will roll a short snake (2-3 centimetres long) before it 
breaks is loam. What do we have at NUF?  

Weed a 
dandelion.  

You probably know what dandelions look like! If you don’t, just ask and we’ll tell you. Go 
ahead and find the weeding area--there are dandelions, trowels, and pails there. Dig out a 
dandelion—or if you can’t find a dandelion then anyy other weed available! Use your hand or 
a trowel, and then throw it in a pail! Once a pail is full, you can carry it to the compost. Weeds 
are considered “greens”--they add nitrogen (nutrients) to the compost.  

Eat a green.  It IS possible to eat dandelions, but before you chow down on one, check with us--we’ll have 
something for you to taste from the garden!  

 
If you still have time left over when you finish your adventures, let us know! We’ve got some 
jobs for you!  
 
When we’ve finished our time together (10:50 am or 2:20 pm), we’ll gather at the picnic tables 
to say good-bye and so students can pick up their backpacks and flats of seed pots before they 
head back to the bus. 
 

After you leave 
Thank you for participating in Northlands Urban Farm School! We hope you and your students 
enjoyed the experience. We value your feedback so watch for a follow-up survey.  
  
We appreciate your commitment to agriculture literacy and we hope that Northlands Urban 
Farm School inspires you to teach your students about food and farming throughout the year.  
 
Look for other ag-education opportunities at Northlands:  

x Halls A & B of the Expo Centre at K-Days (July 20-29) 
x Open Farm Days here at Northlands Urban Farm (August 19) 
x Northlands Urban Farm School (Sept-October)  
x Explore Agriculture at Farmfair International (November 7-9) 
x Amazing Agriculture (May)  

If you have questions, require guidance, or you would like to find out about other educational 
agriculture programs Northlands offers, please contact us at agriculture@northlands.com or at 
780-471-7300.   
 
 
 

Thank you for visiting NUF School! 
 


